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TOUR SUMMARY 
 

 Northern Tanzania is a special place. There is no other country on the continent that comes 

closer to realizing the Africa of most people’s dreams and imaginations. Here are sweeping 

savannah landscapes, beautiful skies, seemingly endless herds of wildebeest and zebra, 

abundant big predators, and conspicuous and colorful birds aplenty. Actually there is much more 

here than the Africa of stereotypes... there is dry thornscrub full of jewel-like birds, lush montane 

forests that shelter rare and localized birds, and even fever tree woodland, with lurid yellow tree 

trunks! If someone wanted to make one trip to Africa and really experience the essence of the 

continent, at least its best parts, I would have to recommend this tour.  

 This tour was a success by any measure. We racked up 498 species of birds and 41 

mammals, plus 10 species of reptiles and amphibians. We saw nearly all the possible Tanzanian 

endemics and near-endemics, plus other highlights that included Secretarybird, five species of 

Bustards, six species of Turacos, 45 species of raptors, 14 species of cisticola, Golden-winged 

and Tacazze Sunbirds, 30 members of the classically African weaver family, Gray-headed 

Silverbill, and four species of whydahs. Mammals were exceptional as well. There is no better 

place in Africa to experience its megafauna. There were 10s of 1000s of migrating  Wildebeest, a 
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whole range of  antelope, African Elephants, Lions galore, Cheetah brothers that had recently 

made a kill, half-a-dozen gorgeous Leopards,  and a point-blank Serval.  Perhaps more  important 

than  anything else, we really  soaked  in this amazing part of  Africa,  savoring each sunset, 

each   afternoon thunderstorm, and each brilliant  dawn. It is a privilege simply to be alive in  this part 

of the world!  

   

 

ITINERARY 
February  23  Arrival Arusha. Afternoon Arusha NP. Night Arusha NP. 
February  24  Arusha NP. Night Arusha NP. 
February  25  Lark Plain. Night Arusha.    
February  26  Arusha to Tarangire NP. Night Tarangire. 
February  27  Tarangire NP. Night Tarangire.    
February  28  Tarangire to Manyara NP to Karatu. Night Karatu.  
March 1  Gibb’s Farm to Ngorongoro Crater. Night Ngoronogoro.   
March 2-3  Ngorongoro Crater. Nights Ngorongoro. 
March 4  Ngorongoro Crater to Ndutu. Night Ndudu.  
March 5-6  Ndudu area. Nights Ndudu.  
March 7  Ndutu to Serengeti NP. Night Serengeti.  
March 8-9  Serengeti NP. Nights Serengeti.  
March 10  Serengeti to Arusha (flight). Night Arusha.  
March 11  Lake Duluti. Evening departure from Arusha.  
 
 
 

PHOTO GALLERY 
 

A full Flickr gallery of photos from this trip is on Ken’s Flickr page: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kbehrens/albums/72177720332740224/ 

 
 
 

BIRD LIST 
 
The full list, including numbers and many other details, can be see as part of the eBird trip report for 
this trip: https://ebird.org/tripreport/486598 
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MAMMAL LIST 
 
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME LOCATION(S) 
Guereza Pied Colobus  Colobus guereza Arusha NP 
Olive Baboon  Papio anubis Manyara NP, Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 

Vervet Monkey  
Cercopithecus aethiops 
pygerythrus widespread 

Blue Monkey 
Cercopithicus (mitis) 
stuhlmanni Manyara NP, Ngorongoro 

White-throated Monkey 
Cercopithicus (mitis) 
albogularis Arusha NP 

Ochre Bush Squirrel Paraxerus ochraceus Arusha NP, Serengeti NP 
Nile Grass Rat Arvicanthis niloticus Serengeti NP 
Acacia Rat Thallomys paedulcus Ndutu 
Golden Jackal  Canis aureus Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 
Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas Ngorongoro 
Spotted Hyaena  Crocuta crocuta Tarangire NP, Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 
Serval Felis serval Serengeti NP 
Leopard  Panthera pardus Tarangire NP, Manyara NP, Ndutu, Serengeti NP 
Lion  Panthera leo Tarangire NP, Ngorongoro, Ndutu, Serengeti NP 
Cheetah  Acinonyx jubatus Serengeti NP 
Yellow-spotted Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei Tarangire NP, Serengeti NP 
Black-necked Rock Hyrax  Procavia johnstoni Tarangire NP 

African (Savanna) Elephant Loxodonta africana 
Tarangire NP, Manyara NP, Ngorongoro, Ndutu, 
Serengeti NP 

Boehm’s Common Zebra  Equus quagga boehmi widespread 
Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis Ngorongoro 
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibious Ngorongoro, Ndutu, Serengeti NP 
Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus  widespread 

"Masai" Giraffe  
Giraffa camelopardalis 
tippelskirchi Tarangire NP, Ngorongoro, Ndudu, Serengeti NP 

Buffalo  Syncerus caffer Arusha NP, Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 
Bushbuck  Tragelaphus sylvaticus Arusha NP, Tarangire NP 
Eland  Taurotragus oryx Tarangire NP, Ngorongoro, Ndutu, Serengeti NP 
Harvey’s (Red) Duiker  Cephalophus harveyi Arusha NP 
Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca Tarangire NP 
Kirk’s Dikdik  Madoqua kirkii Tarangire NP, Ndutu, Serengeti NP 
Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus Tarangire NP 

Defassa Waterbuck  
Kobus ellipsiprymnus 
defassa Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 

Common Waterbuck 
Kobus ellipsiprymnus 
ellipsiprymnus Arusha NP, Tarangire NP 

Thompson’s Gazelle  Eudorcas thomsoni Ngorongoro, Ndutu, Serengeti 
Grant’s Gazelle  Nanger granti Ngorongoro, Ndutu, Serengeti 
Impala  Aepyceros melampus widespread 
Topi  Damaliscus lunatus jimela Serengeti NP 

Coke’s Hartebeest (Kongoni) 
Alcelaphus buselaphus 
cokei Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 
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Brindled Gnu (Blue 
Wildebeest) Connochaetes taurinus Ngorongoro, Ndutu (10s of 1000s!), Serengeti NP 
Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo Serengeti NP 
Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguinea Tarangire NP, Ngorongoro, Serengeti NP 
Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula Tarangire NP, Serengeti NP 

 
 
 

REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN LIST 
 

Leopard Tortoise Geochelone paralis 
Helmeted (Marsh) Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 
Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 
Striped Skink Trachylepis striata  
Blue-headed Tree Agama Acanthocerus atricollis 
Kenyan Rock Agama Agama lionotus 
Mwanza Flat-headed Agama Agama mwanzae 
Nile (Water) Monitor Varanus niloticus 
Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 
African Rock Python Python sebae 

 
 

  
There are cool birds all over the landscape, such as this pair of Red-and-yellow Barbets on a termite mound in 

Tarangire National Park.   


